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lore and legend that a new literature was
to spring.

Ill

A nation's legend and folk-lore are among
its most precious national treasures, and
Yeats desired ardently that these Irish
treasures should be collected and collected
well. And these were the years of their
gathering. He himself had edited a collec-
tion of Irish fairy and folk-tales in 1888,
and he was to do another volume in 1892.
In these two books he had selected what
interested him in the collections of Croker,
Lady Wilde, and Joyce, adding to them
stories he had taken out of the Irish novels
of Carleton, Lover, and Griffin, with one
or two stories collected by himself. Later,
in The Celtic Twilight, he was to give us a
volume of stories all of his own finding.
He had done much reading in the Irish
folk-tales for his editing, and so he came
well armed to the reviewing of new collec-
tions for The Journal and The Pilot.

In his review of McAnally's Irish Won-
ders, Yeats complains of the lack of seri-
ousness of McAnally and his predecessors